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The Copper River School District is… 



The Copper River School District is… 

Small but mighty 

 Four school sites: 

 Slana:  K-12 • 21 students 

 Glennallen: K-12 • 280 students 

 Copper Center: K-5 • 21 students 

 Kenny Lake: K-12 • 105 students 
 

 Upstream Learning Home Education Program 



The Copper River School District is… 

Proud of  our  

communities and  

rich cultural heritage 



The Copper River School District is… 

 One of Alaska’s highest performing districts 
 Two Blue Ribbon Schools (2005 & 2009) 
 Excellent Teachers & Administrators 

 Members of local, state, regional, and national boards, 
organizations, and committees 

 School Board of the Year 
 Two Alaska  School Business Officials of the Year 
 Alaska Instructional Aide of the Year 
 National Board Certified Teacher 
 Alaska Teacher of the Year 
 Region II Principal of the Year 
 Milken Award Winner 

 

Proud of  our  

professional accomplishments 



The Copper River School District is… 

 Elementary, junior high, and varsity sports 
 Volleyball, cross country, wrestling, basketball, hockey, track  
 Conference, regional, & state championships 

 Fine Arts 
 Band, Choir, Drama, Visual Arts 

 Battle of the Books 
 Alaska iDidaMovie competition winners 
 Alaska Ocean Science / Tsunami Bowl 
 Widely-acclaimed documentary projects 
 Alaska History Day & National History Day 
 Close Up D.C. 
 Spirit of Youth Award Winners 
 Student Government, including AASG reps and officers 
 Annual recognition through scholarships and leadership awards 
 Community service & volunteerism 

 

Proud of  our students’  

activities & accomplishments 



The Copper River School District is… 

Focused on student achievement 



The Copper River School District is… 

Focused on improvement 



The Copper River School District is… 

Actively seeking solutions 



The Copper River School District is… 

A place where 

EXCELLENCE isn’t 

everything… 

it’s the only 

thing. 



What was missing...? 

 

 

 

 

Fall of 2009 

New Visions Arts Grant 

Opportunity 





The Copper River School District is… 

The Kennedy Center’s  

“Habits of  Effective Arts Education Advocates” 

Habit 1: KNOW YOUR BELIEFS 
 



The Copper River School District is… 

 What do our students need to know? 

 How will they learn it? 

 How will we know if they have learned it? 

 What will we do if they haven’t learned it? 

 What will we do if they already knew it? 

Focused on Five Essential Questions 



New Visions 

Copper Center • Glennallen 
Kenny Lake • Slana • Upstream Learning 

• Visual Arts 

• Music 

• Theater/Drama 

 

• Curriculum & Assessment 

• Professional Development 

• Leadership 

• Instruction 

• Community Engagement 



The Copper River School District is… 

Curriculum & Assessment 

 K-12 Visual Arts curriculum 
tied to core content in 
Language Arts, Social Studies, 
and Science 

 Intentional inclusion of art 
CONTENT in curriculum 

 Refined visual arts focus in 
technology classes 

 Added 1.0 practical/fine arts 
credit as requirement for 
graduation 

 

The Impact of New Visions 



The Copper River School District is… 

Professional Development 

 AAEC Summer Institutes for teachers 

 Teacher training at district-wide workshops 

 Arts Leader Retreats and arts conferences 

 Teaching Artist workshops 

 

The Impact of New Visions 



The Copper River School District is… 

Leadership 

 Administrators’ Arts Leader Retreats 

 Teacher-Leaders in schools 

 Awareness of arts activities through  
monthly board reports and media 

The Impact of New Visions 



The Copper River School District is… 

Instruction 
 Artists in the Schools Residencies 

 Project ARTiculate Kits 

 Visual Arts classes at high schools (and some JH) 

 E-Learning classes: Art History and Art Appreciation 

 Outside program participation 

 Poetry Out Loud, Scholastic Art Contest, Art in the Capital 

 Recognition of the ARTS as a CTE pathway 

 Schedule change to allow access to fine arts classes! 

The Impact of New Visions 



The Copper River School District is… 

Community Engagement 
 Arts displays at schools and district office 

 Student performances at events 

 Partnership with local public radio station 

 Community partnerships that draw on local talent & expertise 

 Arts-related media coverage 

The Impact of New Visions 



The Copper River School District is… 

What will they remember? 

 What do YOU remember...? 

 On an index card: 
 An arts-related memory... 

 In or out of school 

 By yourself or with a group 

 Visual arts, crafts, music, theater, dance, creative writing 

 Embellish with an illustration, color, or design (if you wish) 

 Take Two 
 Form groups of two or three 

 Share your memories 

 Cards on chairs in front of room 

The Impact of New Visions 



“Art Lesson” 

 
In my childhood home 
there hangs 
an unfinished oil painting: 
Winslow Homer, I think... 
 
a high school art project 
still missing that last  
small boat— 
an empty space on the 
horizon only   
I know is 
there. 

 



On the upstairs 
bathroom  wall 
for years 
was the boy with the 
sailor suit, 
drawn and brought to 
life with colored pencil:  
 
a dock, the water, 
his tiny toes and one 
blue eye  
slightly larger than the 
other. 



On a shelf in mother’s  
china closet 
sits an odd reclining doe 
with her fawn— 
two pieces  
that nestle side-by-side... 
 
a masterpiece created by  
my eight-year-old hands 
in the basement  
boiler/art room  
so many, many years ago. 

 

My art is everywhere. 
I am everywhere. 

 

 



But nowhere in my  
parents’ home 
can I find a single  
math worksheet,  
grammar quiz, or list of 
spelling words  
displayed so prominently 
for 30-plus years. 

 

Now I am grown, yet 
the art of my youth 
lives on. 
 
Finally, 
the art lesson 
is clear. 

 



The Copper River School District is… The Impact of ART! 



 

 

 

 Resources available 
online at www.crsd.us 

 Tamara Van Wyhe 
Director of Teaching & Learning 

tvanwyhe@crsd.us 

 

 

 Art 
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